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Foreword
  When we learnt about this project, we were so interested in it because it is interesting to express our points of view in many subjects and to discover the traditions, the ways of thinking and the way other people around the world live. For that we began the work with great joy and delighted souls. We chose to discuss the conditions of children, and we selected this subject from many for a simple reason: THE FUTURE. Because children will be the men and women of the next century. 

The first step we started with was the navigation in the site of the UNICEF and reading many documents the most important of which is the Children’s Rights Magazine and the Magazine for the Protection of Children.

          We interviewed many people who are concerned with the issue and also paid a visit to one of the centres of integration of children to have a clear vision of the reality of the children they are supporting.

In addition we collected the information and discussed the productions of the whole group then selected with the help of our teacher the most relevant to the topic. We hope you like our work.

Project Introduction

Since we dealt with a lesson concerned with children's problems in the past and the rights they are enjoying now, pupils have been very enthusiastic about the issue and raised the following questions : 

- Are children really enjoying the right stated in the convention with their families? 

- What measures are taken if the children face problems related to neglect and disrespect of their rights by their parents ? 

- Are there any organizations responsible for support and integration of problematic children in your countries? 

- In what way are these organizations helping ? what kind of support do they provide? 

- Does the child have a say in planning for the future ? How? 

- Are there any publications in your country done by children or defending children's rights? 

These are the reflections which we hope other schools speculate about and share with our school and our country to study and improve children's conditions in the world. 

A 

Students’ Productions

Tunisian Achievements In The Field Of Child Rights

Childhood is the most important step of human life . The child is the future and the one who will carry the torch of life. For this reason a big number of governments took the responsibility of saving the children and helping them enjoy their rights.
Among these governments our republic, Tunisia, which gives almost all rights to children. From the beginning of this century, Tunisia has tried to reduce sickness and illiteracy. It took many measures selected from the international Convention of Children’s Rights which was endorsed on November 20th , 1989. So, the child in Tunisia has the right to live with parents, to have a name and nationality and enjoy the most essential rights.
Education in Tunisia is free and compulsory from the age of 6 to16 to all children boys and girls. So, it is impossible for any child to leave school before this age.
In addition our government takes care of health. So, vaccination against dangerous and epidemic diseases is free and treatments in hospitals happens at very reduced prices.
Also, among the most important decisions is the protection from all kinds of violence and abuse, and in case this happens the government has created centers to take care of the victims.
The child in Tunisia enjoys his freedom. He has the right to participate in clubs, to express himself in TV programmes and in newspapers. He has the right to play and to have his own festivals.
The child can also participate in political life by founding not only a municipal council but also a parliament for children. However, the government didn’t forget the handicapped children. It built and made committees to care of them and integrate them in society.
As for the punishment for the delinquents, there is a special judicial body to look at the crimes of children between 13 and 18 years old.
Among the best acts of the government is the Magazine for the Protection of Children which was published on November, 9th 1995, and in which we can find all decisions taken in favour of children and aiming at the protection of their rights. Not to forget the celebration of Children’s Day every year on January, 11th that started in 1992.
SUBMITTED BY JIHEN OMMEZZINE

The New Era
Children used to be exploited by adults. They didn’t use to have any rights. They used to work at an early age. Most of them stopped studying to spend the whole day doing hard work. The UN has always thought of improving children’s conditions through its agency: the UNICEF which enforced the convention on the rights of children to reduce their problems such as the lack of medical care, unhealthy food, strict punishments that affected harmfully their health physically and mentally.
This convention reflects a new vision of the child. He is neither the property of his parents, nor is he a helpless object of charity. He is a human being and the subject of his own rights. Hence we find in the convention the essential rights such as: having an identity, being a member in the family, having medical supervision, going to school, having friends, expressing his personal ideas and practising hobbies and entertainment. Children have to be respected but not at the expense of the human rights or responsibilities of others.
About 150 countries have signed the international convention but 70 countries signed only a part of it. Tunisia is the first Arab country all the parts of the convention in ……….. Moreover, the Tunisian government has passed a law protecting the children named “The Rights Of Children Magazine”. All the rights in this law enforced in all the regions of Tunisia.
Furthermore, who have a Tunisian parent and who are living abroad are also protected. They have the right to have Tunisian citizenship, to come back every year and they can visit museums freely. In addition, children have a parliament made up of more than 100 members. It is concerned with the situation of children, their problems and their ambitions.
Not only do normal children have support but also the handicapped. Some years ago, the government gave all the handicapped the right to go to school, to have free medical care and free access to public places and different means of transport.
Vaccination in Tunisia is free. Consequently the number of children who die at an early age is very limited. Besides the harmful diseases are rare.
In the educational field, it’s worth mentioning that education is free and compulsory from the age of 6 to 16. If a parent obliges his child to leave school he can complain and the parent can be punished while the child continues his education. So, the number of children attending school is increasing steadily. 99% of children at the age of 6 are registered at school boys and girls and equally.
Entertainment is important to every child; that’s why Tunisia gives the children the right to practise their hobbies in “Youth Houses” and clubs throughout the country. In fact Tunisian children celebrate more than 150 festivals.
Submitted by Fatma Sbiaa

Rights of Children within Families 
_ Are children really enjoying their rights within their families? 

I would like to describe the conditions of children in our country especially at home and the relationships within the family and with parents in particular. 

Despite the clear laws about respect of children’s personality and mind, parents are still reluctant in enforcing them. They still stick to the old traditional education based on authority and superiority of boys. 

In the house, children are not really practicing their rights in freedom and dialogue because some parents are closed-minded and don’t accept that children have rights over them, or sometimes they do not even know about these rights. 

First, dialogue or suggestions are prohibited in the house. Many fathers do not allow children to take part in any discussions. They think that the child who disagrees with his father doesn’t respect him. They also think the only role of the child is to take care of his studies and not to bother about anything else. Some children are even deprived of this right. For example, the girl is sometimes obliged to stop her education and get married at the age of 16 or 17. other causes may be because they live far from school or even poverty. 

I think this is wrong because, in this case the child can’t express himself freely, he will have a weak personality and won’t tell the reality of what he thinks. Parents do not know that by doing this they are putting a barrier between them and their children. Even more they are bringing up irresponsible and unreliable men and women. 

As for the mother, she represents the source of love and affection. She provides  care and understanding. She respects her children and asks for their opinion and hence helps them practice their rights and even sometimes transmits their wishes to the father. However she doesn’t have a say in front of the father. 

Another type of mothers may cause the failure of their daughters in their studies. They oblige them to do the housework before going to school. Sometimes they prohibit them from going to school if they do not finish their “duties”. It hard to believe it but these mothers think they are doing a good thing by preparing their children for the best future after marriage. However, this results in the suffering of girls and may even lead to the hatred of the mother. 

Another problem may also be related to girls alone is that they are deprived of any kind of entertainment especially outside the house. 

This is really a problem which needs serious solution to improve the relationship between children and parents and to have a healthy atmosphere in the house. 

Treating girls differently from boys is another problem in our society especially in rural areas. It is related to the traditional mentality but it still exists. Parents think that the girl should respect her brother and obey him even if he is younger than her. She doesn’t have the same rights as him because she is a future mother who should always be obedient and weak. Foe example boys have the right to study and continue their education until they get a job while the girl is obliged sometimes to leave school early and sometimes she may finish her education but is not allowed to work. Boys have the right to all means of entertainment, from roaming the streets to sitting in the cafes ; to going to game shops and all types of clubs. 

At home boys enjoy a high position from his birth. When the mother gives birth to a child, all the family is happy and even the mother is treated well. 

The relationship between the father and the boy is very good and he feels proud when he goes out out with his son but he may not accept to go out with his daughter. 
(submitted by Khouloud Ezzar) 

Organizations Defending Children 

  Children are the future, that’s why if we don’t take care of them, we will never have a bright future . 

    Tunisia is the first Arabian countries that has interest in children rights. That’s why, we have the magazine of Children rights that appeared on November 9th ,1995 and which is composed of123 legal chapters. 

    This magazine aims at the protection of our children. It insists on children’s rights, which are material, moral and social rights . 

    Let’s start with the material rights. First, we find that the family is the first and the last responsible of providing money : Parents should bring their kids food, games and all what they need . In addition, children shouldn’t work because work damages their health. 

    Let’s move now to the moral rights which are so necessary for the morality of the child. For example, the child should be named and should have a nationality. Although he is young, we should protect him and don’t torture him. In addition, The child has the right of expressing him self. For this reason, here in Tunisia, we have many clubs for children which they can join and practise his hobbies :and this is the mental freedom. 

    Social rights are also many. The most important is the family, because the child should have a family which protects him and gives him his name. Besides, we have the right for education: Here in Tunisia, parents of every child aged 6 years are obliged to take him to school. We find also many other rights such as health care, having friends… 

    Finally, here in Tunisia, we have a youth court which looks only on children’s problems. A judge of children is the first responsible to decide what should be done to a child who did something illegally. His sentence are always to correct the behaviour of this child. So he can never put him in prison. 

    These are only some examples of the Tunisian children’s rights. And many more are enforced by the magazine mentioned previously.

(Submitted by Afef Hadda)
A Comment on a field Trip
Our teacher , Miss Besma, with the cooperation of the school administration organized a field trip to the Center of Child Integration in Monastir to see how much our country is interested in supporting children. 
There we met the principle Mr. Mohamed Nejib Saidi who satisfied our curiosity about the role of the center, the type of services it provides and the kind of children it is supporting.

This association started as early as the independence in 1956. It started as a kind of charity work to protect orphans and poor children from the dangers of street life. They used to collect them in barracks to provide them with food, clothes and shelter relying on donations. Then this developed into “Villages of Bourguiba Children”- They were called so after the name of the president then because their parents were unknown. These villages are taken over officially by the government, but without any specific programs or regulations. 

Now there are 19 Centers of Children’s Integration throughout the country and 3 more are opening soon. These centers are now 100% financed by the government. They  have their independence in managing and taking decisions about their own rules and regulations. They also have clear internal structure and autonomy. 

These centers are interested in sponsoring children who really need help to survive or to lead a decent life. Some are parentless children who have been abandoned by their parents and brought up in orphanages; others are children of divorced parents who were rejected by the new partners, and who are threatened by neglect and failure; or whose parents are irresponsible and unreliable – alcohol or drug addicts – and whom we fear leaving children with them. Others may be children of very poor parents who have large families and who are unable to support them, in this case they take some of the children in charge or give financial support to the family. 

These centers take children in charge from school age –6 years old – until they get their economic independence; that is when they finish secondary school and go to university or have trainings and get integrated in society, for those who do not succeed. They provide them with full board including food, clothes, shelter, stationary, health care and different means of entertainment. They are also supervised and supported emotionally and financially. They study in state schools and come back to these centers as other children come back home. In holidays and religious occasions children are allowed to visit their relatives and they are given pocket money and financial help and sometimes provisions to help the families they are visiting. 

How can the center know about children who need support? 
In some cases parents of large families apply to the center to get financial help or to have their children sponsored. The administration of the center then discusses the cases one by one to decides about priorities or how much help is to be given to each child. In other cases, when children are ill-treated, they are reported by neighbors or by the child right delegate in their local area who is specialized in examining the situations of some children who need affection and support. He prepares a document about individual children with thorough information related to the child and gives recommendations to the people responsible for taking decisions.

In addition to studying and shelter the center provides different means of entertainment; from playgrounds and cultural activities to computer mastery and games in addition to social activities in national and religious occasions and trips on weekends. They have a special bus at their disposal for this reason.

Children also profit from health care and psychological care. There are social workers who have daily contact with these children. They listen to them and help them solve their problems with their relatives, their friends, their teachers …to help them achieve better results at school and get integrated easily in society now and later.
Submitted by Nawel Zwiter, Ines Shaoush and Jihen Ummezzine 
  
Responses
Response From Abdullah Ghazi and Students
Are children really enjoying the right stated in the convention with their family?
Children have a basic right to life. They have the right to an education, health care, food, and shelter. They have a right to live with their family of birth or with the family of their choice if the birth family is not functional. They have a right to a place within their community. They have a right to develop skills so that they can assume a profession and provide for themselves and their families., if there is an accident or disaster, children must be the first to receive services. They have a right to a lawyer if they are arrested, and they have a right to expect the government to enforce the laws that protect them. They have basic human rights.
This is what it says on paper. But in actual life, it is quite different .All children should have them, but still there are children who still find the street as their final resort due to the following reasons that we will state as follow:
Social and emotional reasons
Children who suffer from violence in the family and a lack of attention and don’t want to live and stay with their families anylonger refer to live in the streets.
Economic reasons
Poverty in the family is central reason why children start living in the street . In many countries and Morocco among them children are the weakest members of society and are hit the hardest.
Child labour
Child labour can’t be abolished overnight .this means taking away the basis for survival for many children and their families . children would have more chances if their wages were just and fair . the working conditions were humane and if education for working children would begin.
What measures are taken if the children face problems to neglect and disrespect of their rights by parents ?
There should be a work with the whole family. street educators. Some are staff, some volunteers, and some former street children who now live and work as responsible citizens. They go home with the children. They find the families-- maybe living under a bridge or overpass, having made a home for themselves out of whatever they can find. help them regain their dignity and increase their self-esteem, reunite the family so that they can care for their own children. They should work with the parents on health issues and psychological issues. They should provide referrals to drug- and alcohol-abuse programs. They should put people into contact with government programs that can help them find housing advocacy groups, their lead us to answer implicitly he following question which you have raised, are there any organizations in our country?
Frankly speaking , the situation of children has changed a lot during the last few years , because the government has planned a policy through which they tried to overcome the situation, everybody has taken part , educators and the media , concerned people with the issue and of course the help of parents. So , in every city of Morocco , there are organizations that take care of children and try to solve their problems. We would like to mention some of these organizations in big cities and which are doing tremendous work they should be thanked for:
 -Baiti organization in Casablanca
-Moroccan Association of children in delicate conditions
-Moroccan league for protecting children from abuse
In what way are these organizations helping ? what kind of support do they provide?
These organizations try hard to pick children from the street and bring them to centers where They are no longer ragged street children but a well-trained doing things that provide entertainment . educators want to teach children that they can be active participants in making their own life. In these centers , they are not just keeping them safe , protecting their physical integrity but they want them to live abundant lives , not merely to survive
Does the child have a say in planning for the future , how ?
children and youth were excluded from participating in government and from having a voice in decisions that greatly affected their lives. But then, since new provisions were being added to the constitution to guarantee the rights of children and since a large national network had been formed, the government had to sit at the same table and listen children’s concerns. young participated in these first meetings and they have resumed to ask students in schools to elect volunteers who will be their voice in the house of representatives and thus came the idea of “ the parliament of children” which has come a custom in Morocco and which work on the preservation of children rights. A key point at the parliament is to organize the children into groups so that they can discuss and analyse their rights under the law and work to make sure the government is complying. If the children and youth participate in society and can help develop the kind of society they want for themselves and their children, they will grow up as responsible adults.
SUBMITTED BY MR GHAZI'S STUDENTS( Salwa- Leila- Meriam- Fadia- Mouhssin- Yousef- Ali- Adil)  

A Response from Ms. Gelden Wilson's 2 Humanities 2/H Classes 
To answer each question with complete fairness to all students, we had class discussion and chose one students who could best put it in their own words the feelings of the class as a whole. That student’s name is listed after the answer. We hope you like our work.

- Are children really enjoying the right stated in the convention with their families?
No, not all children are enjoying the same rights. We do no feel that all rights are 100% universal for each individual in the world. Children do not all have food. Children do not all have shelter. Children do not all have love. Children do not all have education. Children do not all have a sense of security in their life. –Emma Winter

- What measures are taken if the children face problems related to neglect and disrespect of their rights by their parents?
In the United States, at least in Illinois, there is a group called DCFS, which stands for the Department of Child and Family Services. They are supposed to ensure the welfare of all children. However, these services depend on the reporting of the neglect and disrespect and also on the thoroughness of the agents that work for them. –Janyce Jackson

- Are there any organizations responsible for support and integration of problematic children in your countries?
There are laws that protect these children, like the Americans with Disabilities Act or No Child Left Behind Act. These laws are broad and are supposed to protect all children and their rights to education and basic rights of life. Problematic children is very general though. Some kids that are stereotyped as problematic might be sent to a juvenile detention center which is kind of like prison for kids or to a juvi home, which is like a step away from the detention center. Some problematic kids just end up on the streets though. –Alex Fisher

- In what way are these organizations helping ? what kind of support do they provide?
These organizations generally do not help a whole lot. We think that putting a whole lot of problematic children in one place just breeds more problematic children and children who are learning more ways of acting out against society, because they give each other ideas. –Mandi Rosenbaum

- Does the child have a say in planning for the future ? How?
In this country, kids are given a lot of unofficial power. We feel like people listen to us if we say a teacher has treated us badly, we think that we could get someone in the school building in trouble, but officially, we really cannot do legal adult planning until we are 18, something 16, though. –Louis Torres

- Are there any publications in your country done by children or defending children's rights?
Not that we know of…but maybe?

We hope we like our work...we tried to answer all of the questions in an interesting manner and to the best of our abilities! 

A Repl A Reply from Neamat and studentsand students 
Hello Besma,
No worries for the lack of information though we wished schools would help by surfing the internet. Anyway we've got info. that might be interesting to you.
My students, I and the social worker in our school had a conversation trying to answer your questionnaire, and we came out with the following:
Children in Lebanon aren't treated equally the same, and the latter depends on the social status of a child. By this, we mean that usually the unfortunate are the poor and illiterate. If a kid comes from a poor family he'll have to work at an early age in any kind of occupation, whether dangerous or not( this usually happens in suburban areas-away from the eyes of the government which prohibits this).
Yet, this is not typical of all poor people for some parents might do anything to provide their kids with a decent education.
The situation is somehow different for the wealthy kids. These go to the best private schools, their parents pay loads of money per year to educate them but again, this doesn't mean that they're provided their rights.
It is becoming common these days to have kids choose their future career and this starts by allowing them the chance to major in whatever they like. Some parents try to influence their children by implanting certain believes about preferable major which will help them later in seeking a financially rewarding career.
There are certain foundations in Lebanon that take care of maltreated kids but usually it's very difficult for a child to leave his parents and seek their help.
In our country, you can find everything and thus it is difficult to assume all kids having the same rights.
There are well-known Lebanese women active in the field of protecting children's rights in hope of homogenizing the situation all over Lebanon, until then there will still be children suffering.
Sincerely, Neamat Slieman and grade 7 from Al Ahliah School, Lebanon 
