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      The Palestinian flag is based on the 

of the Arab Revolt" 
Flag of the Arab Revolt
, currently used to represent the Palestinian people and adopted by the Palestinian Authority.

      The origins of the flag are the subject of dispute and mythology. In one version, the colors were chosen by the Arab nationalist 'Literary Club' in Istanbul in 1909, based on the words of the thirteenth century Arab poet Safi a-Din al-Hili. Another version credits the Young Arab Society, formed in Paris in 1911. Yet another version is that the flag was designed by Sir Mark Sykes of the British Foreign Office. Whatever the correct story, the flag was used by 

Hussein" 
Sharif Hussein
 by 1917 at the latest and quickly became regarded as the flag of the Arab national movement.
     The flag is constituted of three equal horizontal stripes (black, white and green from top to bottom) overlaid by a red isosceles right triangle issuing from the hoist. (See 

colors" 
Pan-Arab colors
.) The flag is almost identical to that of the 

Party" 
Baath Party
 and very similar to the flags of Western Sahara, Sudan and 

of Jordan" 
Jordan
; all of these draw their ultimate inspiration from the flag of the Arab Revolt against 

Empire" 
Ottoman
 rule (1916-1918), which had the same graphic form, but the colours were arranged differently than in the modern flags (white on the bottom rather than in the middle).





Arab Revolt flag

     Other flags derived from the flag of the Arab revolt include the flags of Jordan, Iraq and the Syria.

 On October 18, 1948, the all-Palestine Government adopted the 

of the Arab Revolt" 
flag of the Arab Revolt
 in Gaza and the Arab League subsequently recognized it as the flag of the All Palestine Government. A modified version was officially adopted as the flag of the Palestinian people by the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in 1964. On 
     November 15, 1988 the PLO adopted the flag as the flag of the 

Palestine" 
State of Palestine
.       Today the flag is flown widely by Palestinian Arabs and their supporters.
The Meaning of the Flag

Red

                                     The Islamic rulers of Andalusia (756-1355)

     The Khawarij were the first Islamic group to emerge after the assassination of Caliph Uthman III, forming the first republican party in the early days of Islam. Their symbol was the red flag. Arab tribes who participated in the conquest of North Africa and Andalusia carried the red flag, which became the symbol of the Islamic rulers of Andalusia (756-1355). In modern times, red symbolizes the Ashraaf of the Hijaz and the Hashemites, descendants of the Prophet. Sharif Hussein designed the current flag as the flag of the Arab Revolt on June 1916. The Palestinian people raised it as the flag of the Arab National movement in 1917. In 1947, the Arab Ba'ath Party interpreted the flag as a symbol of the liberation and unity of the Arab nation. The Palestinian people readopted the flag at the Palestinian conference in Gaza in 1948. The flag was recognized by the Arab League as the flag of the Palestinian people. It was further endorsed by the PLO, the representative of the Palestinians, at the Palestinian conference in Jerusalem in 1964.

                                                                Black

                         The Prophet Mohammad (570-632) and Rashidun Caliphate
      In the seventh century, with the rise of Islam and subsequent liberation of Mecca, two flags - one white, one black - were carried. On the white flag was written, "There is no god but God (Allah) and Mohammad is the Prophet of God." In pre-Islamic times, the black flag was a sign of revenge. It was the color of the headdress worn when leading troops into battle. Both black and white flags were placed in the mosque during Friday prayers. The Abbasid Dynasty (750-1258), ruling from Baghdad, took black as a symbol of mourning for the assassination of relatives of the Prophet and in remembrance of the Battle of Karbala.
                                                                White

                                   The Umayyad Dynasty (661-750), Damascus
      The Umayyads ruled for ninety years, taking white as their symbolic color as a reminder of the Prophet's first battle at Badr, and to distinguish themselves from the Abbasids, by using white, rather than black, as their color of mourning. Mu'awia Ibn Abi Sufian (661-750), founder of the Umayyad state, proclaimed himself Caliph of Jerusalem.

                                                               Green

                                  The Fatimid Dynasty (909-1171), North Africa
       The Fatimid Dynasty was founded in Morocco by Abdullah Al-Mahdi, and went on rule all of North Africa. They took green as their color, to symbolize their allegiance to Ali, the Prophet's cousin, who was once wrapped in a green coverlet in place of the Prophet in order to thwart an assassination attempt.

       Another opinion claims the origin of the Arab Revolt flag to a group of Arab Activists at the Arab Intellectual Council in Istanbul, around 1909-1911, who created a banner for their council with the four colors and the following poem written within it:

Ask the high rising spears, of our aspirations
Bring witness the swords, did we lose hope
We are a band, honor halts our souls
Of beginning with harm, those who won’t harm us
White are our deeds, black are our battles,
Green are our fields, red are our swords.
(Safi al-Din al-Hili, poet)

The Palestinian National Anthem

 The Palestinian national anthem, Biladi ("My Country"), is the national anthem of the 

 National Authority" \t "_blank" 
Palestinian National Authority
. It was adopted by the Palestinian National Council in 1996, in accordance with Article 31 of the 

Declaration of Independence" \t "_blank" 
Palestinian Declaration of Independence
 from 1988. It was written by Said Al Muzayin (aka Fata Al Thawra), and its music was composed by Egyptian maestro Ali Ismael, and it was known as the "Anthem of the Palestinian revolution".
بلادي بلادي
بلادي يا أرضي يا أرض الجدود
فدائي فدائي
فدائي يا شعبي يا شعب الخلود

'****


بعزمي وناري وبركان ثأري
وأشواق دمي لأرضي وداري
صعدت الجبالا وخضت النضالا
قهرت المحالا عبرت الحدود

'***

بعزم الرياح ونار السلاح
وإصرار شعبي بأرض الكفاح
فلسطين داري فلسطين ناري
فلسطين ثاري وأرض الصمود

'***


بحق القسم تحت ظل العلم
بأرضي وشعبي ونار الألم
سأحيا فدائي وأمضي فدائي
وأقضي فدائي إلى أن تعود

'***


فدائي
 

English translation
CHORUS
My country, my country
My country, my land, land of my ancestors
Revolutionist, Revolutionist
Revolutionist, my people, people of perpetuity

With my determination, my fire and the volcano of my revenge
With the longing in my blood for my land and my home
I have climbed the mountains and fought the wars
I have conquered the impossible, and crossed the frontiers
Chorus

With the resolve of the winds and the fire of the guns
And the determination of my nation in the land of struggle
Palestine is my home, Palestine is my fire,
Palestine is my revenge and the land of endurance

Chorus

By the oath under the shade of the flag
By my land and nation, and the fire of pain
I will live as a fida'i*, I will remain a fida'i,
I will end as a fida'i - until my country returns
Chorus
The flag of Kingdom of Bahrain

 

The national flag of Bahrain kingdom is one of the most things that Bahraini people are proud of. It has two kinds of colors white which means peace and security, and the other color is red which means love, force and self-esteem. 

 

The oldest known flags of Bahrain were plain red. In 1820, Bahrain signed a treaty with the 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland" 
United Kingdom
, and a white stripe was added to the flag to indicate the truce. In 1932, a serrated edge was added to distinguish the flag of Bahrain from those of its neighbours. The flag originally had twenty eight white points, but this was reduced to eight in 1972 after the independence. In 2002 the number of triangles was again reduced to five, so that each of the points could stand for one of the five pillars of Islam . 

 

Anyway, there is a big correlation between the national flag and the national anthem of Bahrain, which was written in the first time in 1971 after the independence. The second national anthem used in 2002 the words were written by Mohamed Sudqi Ayyash. People usually stand up when they hear the 

 anthem" 
national anthem
 and it is a good way to show some respect for their country and shows to they others how they appreciate it. They used the national anthem in many different areas such as international conferences and government ministries. 

Name: Hassan A.Alhadi Ahmed. 

The national flag of Oman
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The Omani National Flag was raised for the first time on 17th December1970. The flag carries Omani emblem of two crossed swords with a khanjar ( dagger ) and belt on it. There are three colours of the Omani flag. White depicts the conviction of the Omani people in peace and prosperity. Red, which is dominant, has been adopted from the old Omani flag (which was plain red) and this symbolises the battles fought by Omanis for the eviction of foreign invaders from the country, and green represents fertility and greenery of the land.

The Emblem :
 
The emblem was adopted during the middle of the eighteenth century .The swords and dagger forming the emblem represent the old traditional weapons of the Omani people.
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Oman's National Anthem  Lyrics
ENGLISH TRANSLATION

O Lord, protect for us our Majesty the Sultan
And the people in our land,
With honour and peace.

May he live long, strong and supported,
Glorified be his leadership.
For him we shall lay down our lives.
May he live long, strong and supported,
Glorified be his leadership.
For him we shall lay down our lives.

O Oman, since the time of the Prophet
We are a dedicated people amongst the noblest Arabs.
Be happy! Qaboos has come
With the blessing of Heaven.

Be cheerful and commend him to the protection of our prayers.
Al-Basheer bin Al-Munther Basic school  (5-8)

Teacher : Majid Ambusaidi  --     Oman

Bangladish
An Anecdote:

A dark cinema hall. The audience is staring at the huge screen because the movie will start any moment. But before the movie is put on, the red-green flag of Bangladesh waves on the screen, starts the music of the National Anthem. The audience is fidgety, they know they are supposed to show respect to the country by standing up, but this is an unusual setting.

A little boy of four stands up, makes his parents stand up. And then, he tells other people in the audience to stand up.

'Stand up, everyone'

'Attention! This is the National Anthem'

'Stand up!'

Almost everyone stood up to pay respect to their Motherland.

We are taught to do so at school from a very early age! It is ritualized in the assembly before class starts. The National Flag is hoisted, the Anthem is sung and, every child is taught to respect these symbols by standing at attention during the length of the Anthem and while the flag is being hoisted.

My Beloved Bengal:

"My Bengal of Gold,

I Love You...

In spring, O mother mine,
The fragrance from your mango groves
Makes me wild with joy,
Ah, what a thrill!
In autumn, O mother mine,
In the full blossomed paddy fields
I have seen spread all over sweet smiles.

Ah, what beauty, what shades,
What an affection, and what tenderness!
What a quilt have you spread
At the feet of banyan trees
And along the banks of rivers!

O mother mine, words from your lips
Are like nectar to my ears.
Ah, what a thrill!
If sadness, O mother mine,
Casts a gloom on your face,
My eyes are filled with tears!"

These are the lines of our National Anthem, translated into English. It was written in 1906, shortly after the partition of Bengal according to religion. The song, composed by Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore, was originally written to rekindle the unified spirit of Bengal. The first ten lines of the song were constituted as the National Anthem of Bangladesh, in 1972, after the independence of Bangladesh from Pakistan.

In the song, Tagore wrote about the natural beauty of Bengal. The song is also about the deep love the people feel towards nature. These feelings bind us to our roots, to the nature and rural life of Bangladesh.

The red Sun over the green fields:

Our National flag also depicts our bonds to our Motherland. 
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The background color symbolizes the greenery of Bangladesh with all its vitality and youthfulness, while the red disc represents the rising sun and the blood and lives of 3 million people sacrificed to obtain Independence.

On the 3rd of March 1971, ASM Abdur Rab, the then Vice President of Dhaka University Students´ Union, hoisted the flag for the first time at the historic Dhaka University location known as bawt-tawla. This is how the flag looked then:
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This was the flag under which the valiant freedom fighters fought during our liberation war. This initial design however was later changed into what you saw at first, due to the difficulty of depicting the map in the same way on both sides of the flag.

The Water Lily:
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Located on the National emblem is a water lily that is bordered on two sides by rice sheaves. Above the water lily are four stars and a three connected jute leaves. The water lily is the country's national flower, and represents the many rivers that run through Bangladesh. Rice represents its presence as the staple food of Bangladesh, and for the agriculture of nation. The four stars represent the four founding principles that were originally enshrined in the first constitution of Bangladesh in 1972: nationalism, secularism, socialism, and democracy.

Compiled and Edit by:

Khan Md. Mohtasim Tamjeed

