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Dear Friend,

It is my honor and privilege to introduce you to Ayelet and Tzvika Shahak, the parents of Bat-Chen Shahak z”l, who was murdered in 1996 in the Dizengoff terrorist bombing which took place on Purim.  Bat-Chen had come to Tel Aviv with her girlfriends to celebrate her 15th birthday and the holiday.

At the time, Ayelet was the assistant principal at an elementary school in Tel Mond, a small town located north of Tel Aviv, where she lives with her husband, Tzvika and their two other children. Tzvika is a Lieutenant Colonel (Navy-Res.) in the IDF and saw action in the Yom Kippur War.  He was awarded the medal of valor for courage and bravery during battle. 

After Bat-Chen’s tragic death, her parents gathered an enormous collection of original writings which Bat-Chen had left behind. She had written compositions and kept a diary from an early age. They found letters, notebooks and drawings.  She wrote about troublesome and mature topics such as death, the Holocaust, Ron Arad, Arabs, the Mid-East conflict and her desire for peace. She also shared her ideas about the typical dilemmas of a young girl such as girl friends, school, love, teachers and family.
The material has been published in Hebrew as well as translated and published into Japanese, Dutch, German, Arabic, Italian and in honor of Israel’s 60th year of independence—in English. (by Kar-ben)

Ayelet’s research into her daughter’s diaries earned her a master’s degree where she developed a computerized educational program to study the genre of the diary. 
During the “shiva”—the mourning period after Bat-Chen’s death, Tzvika called the Prime Minister Shimon Peres and said, “we have lost our daughter, not our heads.”  He asked him to continue on the path to peace in order to prevent similar tragedies happening to other families. Since then, the Shahaks have been on a “journey” searching for ways to continue the peace process.  Tzvika, the long-time veteran fighter in the IDF gradually  became a fighter for peace and reconciliation. 
As a result of their tragedy, Bat-Chen’s parents, Ayelet and Tzvika, have established an association commemorating the memory of their daughter.  The Shahaks focused their efforts on building a dialog for peace. Tzvika was instrumental in establishing the “Forum of Bereaved Families”—a group of Palestinian and Israeli bereaved families who meet several times a year.  Tzvika speaks about their activities in the movie, “Encounter Point” 
The association and the family are very active publicly in affairs of peace and co-existence as well as promoting literacy and encouraging children to keep a diary. Both Ayelet and Tzvika appear in schools, the army, youth groups, and community centers with the purpose of encouraging free expression through keeping a diary.  This has been especially relevant and significant the past year in Sderot where daily rocket fire has turned into reality and keeping a diary has helped children express their fears and anxieties.

I am pleased to announce that Ayelet and Tzvika Shahak have been invited to the USA to take part in the Jewish Book Fair which takes place in the fall.  They will be sharing their experiences and meeting the public in several communities at that time. They intend on arranging additional sessions and workshops during the Book Tour.

I am writing to you in hope of awaking your interest in hosting a workshop or presentation with the Shahaks in your community.  They are hoping to meet with youth groups, Jewish Day Schools, Hebrew school students, college campuses, teachers’ groups, Men’s Clubs and Hadassa groups as well as at synagogues and other forums.    

Their mission has several objectives:  They would like to communicate and share with American communities (Jewish and non-Jewish) the writings of Bat-Chen from the Bat Chen Diaries.  They are interested in expressing the value and contribution of keeping a diary and will demonstrate its appropriateness for school curriculum.  They hope to encourage dialog regarding Israel and the possibility of peaceful co-existence with its neighbors and finally, they intend to raise funds for the Association for the Commemoration of the Memory of Bat Chen Shahak.

I do not have their final itinerary at this time; I will have a better idea regarding which communities will be inviting the Shahaks to their Book Fairs by August.  They plan on arriving in the USA around October 14 and hope to stay until mid-November.

I do hope that you will discuss the possibility of inviting the Shahaks to meet members of your community during their book tour in the fall.
**The Bat-Chen Diaries are recommended for readers of all ages……from age 8 to 88.
Please feel free to contact me regarding the Shahak book tour and The Bat-Chen Diaries.
Judi Argaman, 

Travel Coordinator and Public Relations Advisor
judiarg@012.net.il
www.batchen.co.il
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