























PLACES WORTH VISITING IN KAZAN, RUSSIA
Kazan Kremlin
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The city has a beautiful citadel (Russian: kreml, or, sometimes, Tatar: kirman), which was declared the World Heritage Site in 2000.The major monuments in the kremlin are the 5-domed 6-columned Annunciation Cathedral (1561-62) and the mysterious leaning Suyumbike Tower, named after the last queen of Kazan and regarded as the city's most conspicuous landmark .The tower was built on the ruins of the Kazan khan’s palace.  The Kazan Kremlin remains to this day the very heart of the capital of the Republic of Tatarstan – Kazan and the most unusual structure in the Kremlin complex is the Suyumbike Tower. It has become the architectural symbol of Kazan and is famous a long way from the Republic of Tatarstan. It is dear to our city, like the Bell Tower of Ivan the Great to Moscow, the Statue of Liberty to New York or the Eiffel Tower to Paris. The history of the Kazan Kremlin is also full of mysteries. Here is the legend about the Suyumbike Tower. 

      
Moscow tsar (King) Ivan the Terrible knew about the beauty of the Tatar Queen. He wanted to marry her. He built a beautiful tower for her. Another legend says that the Kazan people called the tower after Suyumbike who said “no” to the Moscow tsar. It was very hard for Suyumbike to leave Kazan and become the Russia tsarina (Queen). She went to the top of the tower, looked around for the last time and threw herself down on the sharp stones…

   
The Kazan Kremlin reminds us of the role Kazan played in the long stormy history not only of Tatarstan and Russia, but of the Eurasian continent.

   
The Kazan Kremlin has seen various changes and has always played the central role in the region. In the 10th century it was a small settlement. Its military and commercial role was developed from the 10th to the mind – 13th century, when it became a fort. From the 13th century the Kremlin became the centre of the Kazan khanate.

  
 It remained politically independent until 1552 when Ivan the Terrible recaptured Kazan. The old Tatar fortress was rebuilt as a Russian Kremlin. From 1708 the Kremlin became the centre of the first Kazan district of the Russian Empire. Kazan was then called «the capital of Russia», «The fairest and best city of all Russia after Moscow and Saint Petersburg». 

Archaeological Excavations.
The Kremlin is of some interest from the archaeological point of view. The remains of stone and wooden public houses have been discovered in the oldest northern part, together with everyday and religious things from the time of the Gold Horde and the Kazan khanate. Parts of the Archaeological remains of the Khan’s palace have been discovered and are preserved. Some buildings survived. They became parts of the new structures at the northern end of the Kremlin. 
Also of interest are the towers and walls, erected in the 16th and 17th centuries but later reconstructed; the Qol-Şarif mosque, which is already rebuilt inside the citadel; remains of the Saviour Monastery with the Spasskaya Tower; and the Governor's House (1843-53), designed by Konstantin Thon, now the Palace of the President of Tatarstan.


[image: image20.jpg]



[image: image21.jpg].




 
Nurulla Mosque
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Wooden Kazan

    In the beginning of 1990s most of Central Kazan was covered by wooden buildings, usually consisting of two floors.
    There was a historical environment of Kazan citizens, but not the best place to live in.
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Kazan is one of the biggest scientific and educational centers of Russia and the second biggest city by the number of students. About 10 000 young people finish secondary schools every year. Approximately 120 thousands study in 30 institutions of higher education and 23 schools and colleges. The Kazan State University, one of the oldest sites of learning of Russia, celebrated its 200th jubilee in 2004. One of the most important peculiarities of education is the possibility to study in one’s native language in accordance with the “Program of Conservation, Learning and Development of Language of people, living in the Kazan city”.
The Kazan State University was founded in 1804 and has had several prominent students, including Nikolai Ivanovich Lobachevsky, Leo Tolstoy and Lenin.
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Kazan is served by Kazan Airport, which is located approximately 30 kilometers from the city centre. 

	
	
	National Museum of the Republic Tatarstan
    The National Museum of the Republic Tatarstan is situated right in the center of Kazan, in the building of the former Inn yard - one of the architectural monuments of the XIX century. On April, 5, 2005 the museum will celebrate its 110-th anniversary. The collections of the museum contain more than 800 thousand items that give us a clue to understanding of the history, culture, way of life and traditions of the peoples of Tatarstan and ancient civilizations.

    The pride of the museum stock is the ethnographic collection containing unique household items and pieces of clothes of the Tatarstan peoples. The natural-science collection that includes geological-mineralogical, paleontological, botanical and zoological collections is one of the oldest in the museum. The department of excursions and trips offers its visitors more than 50 thematic and general tours along Kazan and other towns of the republic. At the museum there is a gallery called “The Inn Yard”. The Museum works every day but for Monday from 10am to 17pm.
E.A.Boratinsky Museum

A.M.Gorky Literature Memorial Museum

Gabdulla Tukay Literature Museum

Musa Dzhalil Flat - Museum

Salikh Saidashev Museum

Kayum Nasiry Museum

Nazib Zhiganov Flat - Museum

Sharif Kamal Flat - Museum
Kazan State University History Museum 

RT (Republic Tatarstan) Communication History Museum

Academician Arbuzov House-Museum
State Museum of RT Fine Arts
    The collection of the museum contains more than 23 thousand paintings, drawings, sculptures, items of dramatic-decorative and folk art. The exhibition displays Russian art of the XVI - beginning of the XX centuries, Tatar national art, and works of Western-European artists of the ХV – ХIХ centuries. In one of the museum halls are frequently organized various exhibitions of the pieces of art from the capital museums, retrospective and individual displays of the works of Tatarstan artists.
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Kazan monuments and memorials list
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The Ete
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                                 Vahkitov M.               
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Ulyanov (Lenin V.I.)                                Vishnevskiy A.V.
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Peshkov A.                             Urmanche Baki                                                            
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      Gorky A.M.              Karl Marx                   Lobachevskiy N.I             Tolstoy L.N.
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                             Ershov N. 
         Stolyarov N.G                                                                                           Fedor Shalyapin 
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Places worth visiting in my country.

MOSI, Museum of Science and Industry

In Tampa, Florida there are wonderful museums you can visit. 
One museum is MOSI, the Museum of Science and Industry. The museum is split in sections. The sections are as follows: exhibits, IMAX Dome Theater, planetarium, science work, and Kids in Charge. In the exhibits there are highwire bicycling, gulf coast hurricanes and max flight simulators…all of which are fun! The hours are Monday thru Friday from 9:30am to 4:30pm. It is 17.2 miles away from the airport and it is a 27 minute drive.  If you want to visit a museum in our area, MOSI is the museum for you. 
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MOSI Pictures

These Pictures are from Mosi.org
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Nature
Submitted by: Volunteer Students, Extended Day

Cultural Exchange Team, IDS, Tampa

We absolutely love the Lowry Park Zoo here in Tampa.

Here are some animals that you can see at Lowry Park Zoo.
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An animal that is fun to learn about and is really cool is the manatee (the first picture).

You can feed giraffes at giraffe- feeding. You can also feed rhinos and take a camel safari. The camel safari will be fun for all ages. At the Discovery Center you can find some of the worlds smallest animals. You can see 8 different habitats including Africa, Rain forests, and much more. See shows like the Penguin Encounter, Critter Encounter, Manatee Encounter, Bird of Prey and a lot more shows.  
We found a hotel that cost $83.71- $127.57 per night at the Holiday Inn. The Holiday Inn Tampa/Rocky Point Island 3025 North Rocky Point DR Tampa Florida 336087 US. You can buy the tickets at Holiday Inn. COM.
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Gubkin, Gymnasia # 6
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Russia

Elena Babina (ELT), 

Agafonova Sonya (5 grade),

Babina Masha (5 grade), 

Kondratenko Katya (5 grade),

Polukhina Liza (6 grade), 

Boltenkova Yulya (10 grade)
Learning Circle Group: PPM1

Sponsoring Teacher:  Georgiana Munteanu

Sponsoring School: School 2 Galati

City:  Galati

Country: Romania

Name of Project: Places worth visiting in my country
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Where is Gubkin situated and how can you get there?

· Gubkin is situated on the South-west of Russia in Belgorod region. 

· It takes about 12 hours to get by train to Gubkin from Moscow.

· It takes you 1.5 hours to get to Belgorod by plane (from Moscow). Then it takes about 2 hours to get to Gubkin by bus. 
· Gubkin is the youngest city in Belgorod region. And it looks beautiful, wonderful, green, nice and clean. It is only 69. In Gubkin there are a lot of interesting and exciting places to enjoy.
An amusement park

We would like to tell you about the amusement park Chudo-Yudo-Grad. It is Gubkin’s mini Disneyland. The park was opened on June 1, 1997. There are a lot of interesting and exciting attractions in the parks. Most children and adults are delighted with roller coasters “Nessi” and “Pirate”, chairlift, children’s carousels, Magic Castle, etc.

An amusement park is a fantastic world. Children and adults call the amusement park the Land of Make – Believe. When you are in Chudo-Yudo-Grad, it’s time for joy and amusement. Attractions, shows and thrills make our life more exciting.

Chudo-Yudo-Grad has something for every one all year round.
The park is situated in a mini-district of Gubkin which is called Zhuravliki.
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Gubkinsky Museum of Regional Studies
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The Museum is one of the major scientific and educational institutions where we can follow the life of citizens of Gubkin. It’s a place where very old things and very valuable and beautiful things are kept.
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Gubkinsky Museum of Regional Studies was founded in 1962 and it is the only museum in Russia which has the original documents on the investigation of the Kursk Magnatic Anomaly. 
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The Museum has a collection of the plants of the ancient times, gathered on the territory of the botany part - Yamskaya Step. 
There are interesting collections of archaeology and paleontology.

Organisation status: Municipal
Organization form: non-for-profit
Organisation type: culture for society, scientific, educational 
Classification: Historical, Regional museum 
Squares:   permament show rooms 487,7м2 , temporary exhibitions 76,4м2, museum's store 100,37м2

Specific departments:  archive, science library, experts team 
Collections volume: 13552, rare collection's items: 6567
Avenue of Miners’ Glory
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There is the Avenue of Miners’ Glory in Gubkin. It is very green. There are many trees and flower beds in it. In the middle you can see a monument with moving pictures of famous people and sights of one of the most important organization of Gubkin «KMA ore combine».

On your left you can see another monument to miners and warriors who gave their lives for the victory in the Great Patriotic War.

On the right you can see a sculpture group that symbolizes the dimensions development of                   «KMA-ore combine».
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We think it was good of our authorities to honour one of the most popular professions of our town in such a way. This part of Gubkin is totally devoted to miners. But it is also a very popular place where friends meet and people in love date each other. It is very romantic at night.
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The State Rayevsky Museum

There are museums in villages which are situated in Gubkin district. One of them is situated in the village Bogoslovka. It is a birthplace of the first Decemberist V. F. Rayevsky. 

[image: image66.jpg]


[image: image67.jpg]



[image: image68.jpg]


Our zemlyak the first Decemberist V.F.Rayevsky is known as an enlightener and a poet. His words “Not for myself I lived in this world…” reflect the sense of his life and poetry. 
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The State Rayevsky Museum was opened in Bogoslovka in 1995. The museum is visited by students, teachers, and researchers from Russia and abroad. The Rayevsky’s family estate attracts many visitors. In the halls his portrait, the portraits of his family, of other Decemberists, the paintings of his native village, landscapes with the river Orlik, Moscow, Petersburg are shown to the public. Rayevsky’s and Pushkin’s poems, unique manuscripts, different letters and documents are exhibited here. The museum houses the rich collection of numerous items which go back to the 19th century: Russian national costumes and other clothes, handicraft works, ceramics, furniture, books, money, dishes and candles. Visiting this museum is the best way of learning about our great zemlyak.

Sources: Elena Babina’s personal photo archive
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Teacher: Georgiana Munteanu

Students: Diana Marcosanu, Alexandru Cucu, Ruxandra Mereuta, Oana Stresina, Paul Pascu, Simona Iacob, Ramona Olaru
                         

An interesting place to visit in Romania is Gura Portitei, a village at the Black Sea Coast.
Last summer I went on a trip to Gura Portitei with my parents.As we went there by car, we had to park our car in Jurilovca, a village of fishermen in Danube Delta. We took the boat from Jurilovca and we crossed a great lake to reach Gura Portitei.

The place is a beach with fine sand and several houses with roofs of reeds. Few people know this beach and a few visit it because most people prefer noisy beaches.
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Last year I had a bath in June for the first time. The water was as warm as in August.

We took shells of different colors and sizes and we bought some fresh fish too.

One evening we saw an interesting show at the seaside. A group of girls from Ukraine sang and danced for us. It was very, very nice!
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I liked this trip at Gura Portitei and I want this year to visit again this beautiful place.
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    The Iron Gates is the name of a gorge on the Danube river. There we meet the highest hydropower on the Danube: the Iron Gates I and Iron Gates II. The reservoir includes mainly the Danube gorge that is the highest in Europe, between Bazias and Orsova.
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 The Iron Gates area has a rich archaeological, historical and tourist potential. To protect its special natural habitat, the Danube gorge region was included in the Iron Gates National Park .
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The Danube Gorge is one of the most picturesque and popular tourist areas, both for the region's natural beauties and  the historical monuments dating from the period of the Roman Empire. The Drobeta military roman camp ruins and the bridge built by the Roman Emperor Traian over the Danube are just some of the attractions.


       Botanical Garden of Cluj was founded in 1920 by Professor Alexander Borza. It stretches on an area of 14 hectares and is situated in the southern part of Cluj. The Garden contains more than 10,000 species of plants from all over the world.
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       Flora and vegetation of our country is well represented by plants brought from Banat, Moldova, Oltenia, the dunes of the Black Sea, Transylvanian Plateau, but also the Carpathian Mountains. Varied relief allowed bringing plants from the mountains of Caucasus, the Balkans, the Himalayas and the Mediterranean Sea area.
Among the garden attractions: the Japanese Garden, the Roman Garden with archeological remains of the old Roman colony Napoca, including a statue of Ceres, goddess of cereals and bread alongside with cultivated plants that dominate the Romanian contemporary agriculture.
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In the botanical garden of Cluj there are greenhouses in which grow equatorial and tropical plants: palm trees, aquatic plants, orchids, etc.

The Icy Lakes of the Retezat Mountains

        Our country is full of environment wonders and the icy lakes of the Retezat Mountains are one of them. They are situated on the West part of Romania. I have been there for 2 times, so I can say it’s a very good place to go on your trip. They have very nice people there and you can see the most beautiful place on Earth. 
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Lake Bucura is the biggest one of the icy lakes. 

Lake Bucura is a glacier  cirque lake, situated in the Retezat Mountains, in Romania. It is located south of the main ridge, at the base of Peleaga Peak, and at an altitude of about 2040 meters.
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The water of Lake Bucura is very clean and healthy, pollution didn’t come there yet. I drank some of that water and it couldn’t be compared to other waters. So please come to Lake Bucura and don’t let pollution destroy this magical place.
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Bukovina is a Romanian region situated in the north of the country. There are some famous and old monasteries all over Europe because of their unique architecture, colors, age and beauty. They are all orthodox churches, having nuns and monks since they were built.



[image: image84.jpg]


[image: image17.jpg]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.traveladventures.org/continents/europe/images/ceausescu-palace10.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image18.jpg]


    [image: image19.jpg]



The Palace of the Parliament in Bucharest, Romania is a multi-purpose building containing both chambers of the Romanian Parliament. According to the Guinness Book of the World’s Records, the Palace is the world's largest civilian administrative building (The pentagon is the largest overall), most expensive administrative building and heaviest building.
The Palace was designed and nearly completed by the Ceausescu regime as the seat of political and administrative power. Ceausescu named it the House of the Republic, but many Romanians call it the People's House.
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The Danube Delta is a UNESCO biosphere reserve,

the second largest delta in Europe. Danube Delta is the 3rd in ecological significance among the 300 reserves of the world. The animals in the Danube Delta are most of them unique in Europe, and our delta is a natural reservation for its rich fauna. It is a true natural heaven. In time, Danube Delta was transformed into a network of lakes and channels, woods, sand dunes which covers 5460 sq. km .This amazing wet region hosts over 300 species of birds, and the 1150 species of plants cover a big variety, beginning with the lianas from oak forests and ending with water lilies.
