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PART I

1. Do you have public and private schools in your country? (Which do you attend?)


We do not have private schools in Celje, but we have many public schools. The name of the school which I attend is Secondary School of Economics Celje. There are maybe two or three private schools in the capital, Ljubljana and other bigger towns in Slovenia.

In Russia they have both public and private schools.
In Zimbabwe the educational system is in two curricula. There is a national/public curriculum and Cambridge curriculum. National curriculum is offered at all government/public schools in Zimbabwe. Cambridge is mainly for private schools though a very few schools may offer both.
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 Our school

2. Do you have to pay tuition/fee in private schools? (How much per semester or year?)

Parents have to pay tuition in private schools but we don't know how much. In Russia it is the same; they too have to pay tuition ($1000 and more a year).

3. Do you have to pay for something in public schools? (like books, food/meals, excursions..)

We have to pay for books when we buy them in bookshops, or we can borrow them at our school library for a fee. In Russia, they too have to pay for books but even more for food, excursions, security, repairs in public schools. In Zimbabwe, you have to pay a fee if you are in a public or private school.

4. Does a public school provide students' books for free?

No, at some schools like ours, students can borrow them for a fee, which is much cheaper than buying books in a bookshop. However, in public schools in Russia, they provide students with them for free.
[image: image3.jpg]


 Library at our school
5. How much do you/your parents spend on school things per year?

This depends on whether you buy or borrow books. If you have to buy everything, you can spend about 500 Euros a year which is about the same as in Russia. In Zimbabwe, they said that it is difficult to answer this question because the prices of services change a lot.

    6. How old are you when you first start school?

       In Slovenia and Russia, children start school when they are 6. In Zimbabwe, primary education  
       can start at the age of 5 or 6.

    7. For how many years do you go to primary/elementary school?

        I spent 8 years in an elementary school but now elementary school lasts for 9 years. In Russia,  

        School children go to primary/elementary school for 4 years and in Zimbabwe, primary 
       education is 7 years long. Secondary is 4 years and higher is 2 years.
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 Students from Bysk (Russia)
    8. How can you continue your studies? (Are there vocational, secondary, 
      comprehensive... schools and how long do they last?)

       We can continue at vocational schools, eg.: a cook, hairdresser... (3 years)

       At secondary schools: bank clerks, secretaries.... (4 years)

       At comprehensive schools: we continue at the University (4 years)

       In Russia, schoolchildren study till 17-18 years at secondary school, 3- 4 years at vocational  

       schools and 5 years at Higher Education (Institutes, Universities).

       If you want to go to a University in Zimbabwe you must first go to a higher school for 2 years     

       and get good/high points in order to qualify (usually from 10 points and above). There are 
       about 6 universities in Zimbabwe and also those that offer distance education. There 
       are a lot of vocational training colleges and tertiary colleges such as teachers training 
       colleges. The time one spends in a university or college depends on the course one is 
       doing. Some take longer and some shorter periods of time.
    9. Which secondary school do you have to go to if you want to continue your      

      studies at the university?


You have to go to a comprehensive/grammar school. I'm at a grammar school so I can go to any college / university I want.

In Russia if they want to continue their education they go to the postgraduate courses or get the second higher education.

In Zimbabwe for example in order to go to university you must first go to a higher school for 2 years and get good/high points in order to qualify; usually from 10 points and above.

10.  Is there a university in your town or do you have to move??

       In my town there are a few universities, but I haven't decided for any of these because I     
       want to continue my studies in another town in Slovenia or elsewhere in the world.
       Also in Russia they have a few universities in their town (their pedagogical university is in the 
       town center and one more, the Polytechnic), but if they want to study Medicine or Culture they 
       should go to the capital of their region- the city of Barnaul. They have about 500 universities 
       (State and Private), but there are thousands of small towns and villages where there are none 
       and sometimes the graduates have to go rather far to enter the institute they want. 
      In Zimbabwe there are about 6 universities and also those that offer distance education.  

      There are a lot of vocational training colleges and tertiary colleges such as teachers training 
      colleges. The time one spends at the university or college depends on the course one is doing. 
      Some take longer and some shorter periods of time.
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 University in Ljubljana
PART II

1. When do you start school in the morning and how long do you stay at school on average?

    In Slovenia it depends on the day. Sometimes we start at seven, sometimes we start at eight. We are 
    in school six, seven or nine hours. 

    In Zimbabwe the lessons start at 7.30.a.m and last till 12.50 p.m. Monday to Friday. They have 8 
    lessons of 35 minutes long each. There is a tea break at 10.05 a.m. for 30 minutes and lunch break at 
    12.50 till 13.30 p.m. Resting time from 13.30 p.m. till 2.00 pm then afternoon activities begin. 

    In Russia schoolchildren start school at 8 a.m. in the morning and finish at 1-2 p.m.

FALCON COLLEGE (ZIMBABWE)                                 Extramural Timetable (Afternoon activities)
	 
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	2:00 pm - 2:55 pm
	Natural History Society (CG)
	Drama (BSJ)
	Speakers Circle (TN)
	Chess Club (EM)
	First Aid (LS/ZT)

	
	Computer Club (MN/SN/RK)
	Chess Club (EM)
	Choir (BSJ/CG)
	 
	Climbing Club (WAJR)

	
	Junior Debating (RMK)
	Art Club (JS)
	Computer Club (MN/SN/RK)
	 
	 

	
	Midweek Band (CG/BSJ)
	Interact (AM)
	Golf (GLB)
	
	

	
	Investment Club (GLB)
	 
	Technology (SLN)
	 
	 

	
	 
	Detention (EJM)
	4B Extra English (HAM)
	 
	 

	
	Remedial lessons (AFW/THM)
	Remedial lessons (AFW/THM)
	Remedial lessons (AFW)
	Remedial lessons (AFW)
	 

	3:05 pm - 4:15 pm
	Tennis U15 (SAL)
	Basketball U14 (AM)
	Cricket U14 A (nets) (WAJR)
	Basketball U14 (AM)
	Tennis matches

	
	Waterpolo U16 (SN)
	Tennis U16 (TN)
	Cricket U14 B (nets) (JFS)
	Cricket U15 A (nets) (IdG)
	Cricket fielding practices

	
	Cricket Mini League (Oates)
	Swimming (MQ/THM)
	Cricket U15 A (Founders)(IdG)
	Cricket 2nd XI (nets) (FTM)
	Waterpolo (Captain's

	
	(ACB)
	Cricket Mini League (Oates)
	Cricket U15 B (Top) (PJH)
	Cricket 3rd XI (nets) (GLB)
	(practice)

	
	Cricket U14 A (Founders)(WAR)
	(ACB)
	Cricket U16 A (Oval) (RBH)
	Tennis U16 (TN)
	Basketball (Captain's) 

	
	Cricket U14 B (Top) (JFS)
	Cricket 2nd XI (Main) (FTM)
	Cricket U16 B (San) (ZJM)
	Waterpolo U16 (SN)
	(practice)

	
	U15 Squash (JM)
	Cricket U15 A (nets) (IdG)
	Swimming (MQ/THM/BH/RK)
	U16 Squash (JM)
	 

	
	Basketball U16 (RMK)
	Cricket U15 B (nets) (PJH)
	Tennis Open (AKM/EM)
	 
	 

	
	Junior Badminton (GEW)
	U14 Squash (JM)
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	Senior Badminton (GEW)
	 
	 
	 

	4:20 pm - 5:30 pm
	Basketball Open
	Basketball Open (IM)
	Basketball U15 (GK)
	Tennis U15 (SAL)
	 

	
	Basketball U15 (GK)
	Basketball U16 (RMK)
	Cricket U15 A (Founders)(IdG)
	Basketball Open (IM)
	 

	
	Cricket U14 A (Founders)(WAR)
	Cricket 1st XI (Main) (DG)
	Cricket U15 B (Top) (PJH)
	Cricket U14 A (nets) (WAJR)
	 

	
	Cricket U14 B (Top) (JFS)
	Cricket 3rd XI (Founders)
	Cricket U16 A (Oval) (RBH)
	Cricket U16 A (nets) (RBH)
	 

	
	Cricket U16 A (nets) (RBH)
	(GLB)
	Cricket U16 B (San) (ZJM)
	Cricket 1st (nets) (DG)
	 

	
	Cricket U16 B (nets) (ZJM)
	Tennis U14 (PN)
	Cricket 1st XI (nets) (DG)
	Waterpolo Open (JM/SN)
	 

	
	Tennis Open (AKM/EM)
	Swimming (MQ/THM/BH/RK)
	Cricket 2nd XI (nets) (FTM)
	Open Squash (JM)
	 

	
	Waterpolo Open (JM/SN)
	 
	Tennis U14 (PN)
	 
	 

	
	Open Squash (OCF)
	 
	Waterpolo Open (JM/SN)
	 
	 

	4:30 pm
	Snake Club (GA)
	Snake Club (GA)
	Snake Club (GA)
	Snake Club (GA)
	 

	 
	Falconry (PJH)
	Falconry (PJH)
	Falconry (PJH)
	Falconry (PJH)
	Falconry (PJH)

	7:00 pm
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Angling Society (ACB)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Etiquette Society (GAM/HAM)

	8:00 pm
	 
	 
	Midweek Service (RBH)
	 
	 

	8:30 pm
	Novices (HAM)
	 
	 
	Toastmasters (JS)
	 

	 
	Quest (GLB)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sundays : 8:00 pm Christian Groups (CG/BJ/RBH/DNLG)
	 
	 
	 
	fortnightly
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	three weekly
	 

	Quiet Waters (GAM)
	 
	 
	 
	monthly
	 


2. How many lessons do you have a day and how many days a week do you have lessons? When and how long are your holidays? 

    In Slovenia, children, on average, spend 8 hours and five days a week at school. Every day we have 
    one hour free for brunch. Our longest holidays are summer holidays (2 months), one week in autumn, 
    one week/10 days for Christmas, one week in February, one week in May.

    In Russia their schoolchildren have 6 lessons a day, 6 days a week.

The timetable for 2.F class (Secondary school of Economics Celje, Slovenia)

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	7.10 – 7.55
	
	Computing Science
	Sports
	Sports
	English

	8.00 – 8.45
	Class hour
	Computing Science
	Sports
	Economics
	English

	8.50 – 9.35
	Economics
	Business
	Math
	Mother Tongue
	Business

	9.40 – 10.25
	lunch break
	lunch break
	lunch break
	lunch break
	lunch break

	10.45 – 11.30 
	Geography
	History
	History
	Geography
	German

	11.35 – 12.20
	Mother Tongue
	Math
	Computing Science
	German
	German

	12.25 – 13.10
	Psychology
	Biology
	Computing Science
	Math
	Math

	13.10 – 13.55
	English
	Chemistry
	
	Chemistry
	Mother Tongue

	13.55 – 14.40 
	Biology
	Psychology
	
	
	Mother Tongue


3. How long are your breaks during the day and what do you do during them?

    The longest break lasts 65 minutes, the shortest 5 minutes. We have a total 85 minutes break a day. 
    During the long break we eat brunch which is free for the students.

    In Zimbabwe they have a tea break at 10.05 a.m. for 30 minutes and lunch break from 12.50 till 13.30 
    p.m. Resting time from 13.30 p.m. till 2.00 pm.

        In Russia they have one long break of 20 minutes when schoolchildren have lunch and 5 

        minutes breaks after every lesson when they rest and communicate with each other.
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The hall at our school
4. Do you take written tests/exams in every subject? (How many a year on average?)

    In Slovenia we don't take written tests in every subject. We write about 26 tests per year. 

    In Zimbabwe they write many tests per subjects during the term and examinations at the end of the 
    second and third terms. Those doing their final year thus 4th and 6th year write Cambridge 
    examinations at the end of each year. The rest write the internal examinations. Their 
    tests/examinations are either written or practical. There is no oral test. The grading is done using 
    percentages 1-100% and symbol (letter) e. g. 80-100% = A, 70-79% =B,

    Pass symbols are A, B, and C. the rest D, E, F, U is a fail.

    In Russia students take on average written tests/exams two times a semester in every subject.

5. Are you questioned orally for a grade in every subject? (How often a year on average?)

    In Slovenia it is the same as with the tests. We aren't questioned in every subject. We are questioned 
    for about twenty- four times.

    In Zimbabwe there is no oral test. 

    In Russia students are questioned orally for a grade nearly every lesson in every subject.
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        computer classroom in our school         

6. Do you have grades from 1 – 5 (1 being a negative and 5 excellent) or do you use some other system?

    In Slovenia and in Russia we have the grades from 1 to 5. One is negative and 5 is excellent. In 
    Zimbabwe: pass symbols are A, B, and C. the rest D, E, F, U are negative.

7. Do you get a hot meal at school or a sandwich and do you have to pay for it?
In Slovenia a hot meal for studets is provided by the state but we have to pay for a sandwich.

In Zimbabwe it is paid for as part of the school fees.

In Russia they have to pay for a meal. 
         [image: image6.jpg]


 canteen in our school
   8.  Do you have to wear uniforms? (If yes, tell us what they look like!)

         We don't have any uniforms in Slovenian schools but in Russia students wear uniforms in 
         gymnasiums and lyceums and in some elementary schools. In Zimbabwe all students must wear a 
         uniform, see photo below.




9.  What are the main rules of behaviour? 

The main rules in Slovenia are:

a. we have to stand up when the teacher enters the classroom

b. we shouldn't chat with our school friends during the lesson (but we do)

c. we aren't allowed to use a mobile phone during the lessons

d. we shouldn't chew gum

e. we should do homework (but we often forget)

f. we should come to classes on time

g. we have to be polite

h. we are not allowed to smoke or drink alcohol
i. we shouldn't cut classes...

 The main rules of behaviour in Russia are similar:

a) students have to stand up when the teacher enters the class.

b) they ask permission to go out.

    c) they raise their hand when they have something to say.

Also in Zimbabwe there are a lot of rules that are enforced at different levels either by the prefects, or teachers or Headmasters/Principals depending on the offence committed. 

10. What are the punishments? (e.g.: Can you get expelled from school? Etc...)

The punishments are the same in all participating countries:

a) For bad behaviour our parents are called to the Principal or they get a letter from the teacher

b) Expelling from school is in exceptional cases (breaking the law of the R.F.)
11. Do you have a »class teacher« who looks after your class only? (Do you select  

   a student who represents your class at meetings and such?)

In Slovenia we have a class teacher and a student who represents the class. We call him/her a president. 

In Zimbabwe each class has a form/class teacher who discusses students’ problems on every Monday morning with them and in Russia they have a »class teacher« who looks after their class only. And they have a monitor – an elected student who represents their class at meetings and such.

12. Do students often cut classes and for what reasons?
In Slovenia and Russia students often cut classes for the same reasons; because they are lazy or they haven't learned enough and they're afraid of getting a bad grade.

In Zimbabwe they don't cut classes because they are in a private school and they have a lot of free time.

    13.Do you like school and your educational system?; would you change 
       something?;  Specify!
 In Slovenia we like our educational system and we wouldn't change anything.

 The same our friends from Zimbabwe they like their school and at the moment it is the best in the whole 
 country.
In Russia they also like their educational system, but there are some things that they want to change:

a) Change print material into computer technologies (Mac Book);

b) Cut Saturdays as they have too little time for rest and preparing for the next week

c) They need more school buses as there are some students who don't live near the school and they have to pay extra money for transport fare; 

d) Some students want to cut some subjects which they don't think necessary at high school and add more specialized subjects which they need to enter the institute they want;

e) To raise the salaries to the teachers. 

