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Project Idea Template


Learning Circle Group: pph1


Goal Of The Project: To introduce the animals living in different regions of Slovenia. We want to show the diversity of the natural heritage in our country. We will focus on the animals that live in different specific regions of our country.
Type Of Writing Requested: Word document or PPT
Description Of What You Are Looking For From Other Schools: We would like to get some answers to the following questions:
1.  Which are the typical native animals in your country.

2. Find a picture on the www. and give some general information about the characteristics of the animals

3. Give some characteristics of the places, where the animals live. (mountains, rivers…..)

4. Try to find the original and Slovene name.

5. How do these animals influence people’s everyday life?  

UNIQUE ANIMALS OF MY COUNTRY – SLOVENIA
[image: image1.jpg]


LIPIZZAN : »LIPICANEC«
The Lipizzan, or Lipizzaner (Slovene Lipicanec), is a breed of horse closely associated with the Spanish Riding School of Vienna, Austria where the finest representatives demonstrate the haute ecole or "high school" movements of classical dressage, including the highly controlled, stylized jumps and other movements known as the "airs above the ground." The Lipizzan breed dates back to the 16th century, when it was developed with the support of the Habsburg nobility. The breed takes its name from one of the earliest stud farms established, located near the Kras village of Lipica (spelled "Lipizza" in Italian), in modern-day Slovenia.
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/73/Lipizzaner_2.jpg/602px-Lipizzaner_2.jpg

OLM - “ČLOVEŠKA RIBICA”
The olm, or Proteus (Proteus anguinus), is a blind amphibian endemic to the subterranean waters of caves of the Dinaric karst of southern Europe. It lives in the waters that flow underground through this extensive limestone region including waters of the Soča river basin near Trieste in Italy, through to southern Slovenia, southwestern Croatia, and Herzegovina. The olm is the only species in its genus Proteus, the only European species of the family Proteidae, and the only European exclusively cave-dwelling chordate. It is also occasionally called the "human fish" by locals because of its human-like skin (translated literally from Slovene: človeška ribica and Croatian: čovječja ribica), as well as cave salamander, or white salamander.
This animal is most notable for its adaptations to a life of complete darkness in its underground habitat. The olm's eyes are undeveloped, leaving it blind, while its other senses, particularly those of smell and hearing, are acutely developed. It also lacks any pigmentation in its skin. In contrast to most amphibians, the olm is entirely aquatic, and it eats, sleeps, and breeds underwater, retaining larval characteristics like external gills into adulthood. 
[image: image10.png]
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Proteus_humanfish.jpg

The Brown Bear – “RJAVI MEDVED”
 (Latin name Ursus arctos) lives in vast uninhabited areas with a rich undergrowth, in the mountain regions of the temperate Northern Hemisphere. Approximately 450 to 550 bears currently live in Slovenia. The majority of them live in the Kočevje forests. 
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http://www.natura2000.gov.si/typo3temp/pics/327193b8e5.jpg
The White Stork – »ŠTORKLJA«
is mostly common in the Northeastern part of Slovenia, which gives home to approximately 90 percent of all white storks in Slovenia. The vast majority are in Prekmurje, that is half of all Slovenian storks. We can find some also in the area around Celje, in White Carniola and by the river Krka. In Slovenia the white stork likes an open landscape which features meadows, fields, pastures, individual patches of trees.
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http://www.notranjski-park.si/cmsimages/c_477_v.jpg
The Soča trout – “SOŠKA POSTRV”
(Latin name Salmo trutta marmoratus) is a freshwater fish which lives in the Soča river and its affluents, however, it is also widespread in the Adriatic waters. The smaller ones tend to dwell in medium deep waters, while the bigger trouts prefer to stay in deep pools of water and keep to themselves. 

  

We can recognize it by its long cylindrical body, by its length which ranges from 45 to 100centimetres and by the yellowish-greyish and olive-brown marmorial pattern. The male trouts have a crooked bottom jaw (shape of a hook). The adult trout feeds on fish and hunts in the dark, while the young ones feed on plant life and plankton. The Soča Trout spawns from November till January on the gravelly river ground.  
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http://www2.arnes.si/~oskrzv2/Slike/Pomen/ribe_potocna_postrv_1_v.jpg
The Lynx in Slovenia – “RIS”
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 slonews.sta.si/index.php?id=855&s=36[image: image5.png]



The return of the lost species. In early history, the lynx inhabited the large part of Europe. Extensive deforestation, rapid falls in the number of herbivorous wild animals representing the lynx main prey, and the ruthless killing of big game, were the main reason why in 1990, the lynx disappeared from most of Europe. It was only preserved in some less populated and forest-covered regions of Eastern and Southern Europe and in Scandinavia. The merciless killing of the lynx spread from the territory of today's Slovenia, where the last autochthonous lynx was killed in 1908. 
The repopulation of the lynx in Slovenia, which has been carried out since 1973, was one of the first in Europe and is today considered one of the most successful projects. The work was easier due to the extensive forests that cover more than half of all Slovenia. Since 1976, the lynx in Slovenia has been on the list of rare and endangered species. According to the latest estimates, 40 to 50 animals of this species live in Slovenia today, which is almost one third of all lynxes living in the Alps. 
Alpine Ibex, picture taken in the Julian Alps Slovenia – “KOZOROG”
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 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alpine_Ibex
Being an excellent climber, its habitat is the rocky region along the snowline above alpine forests of the European Alps.
The steinbock has for a long time been regarded as a mystical animal; almost all of its body parts and its excrement were sought after as cures for various illnesses and as ingredients for magical potions. As a result of very extensive hunting, the steinbock was almost extinct as early as the beginning 19th century.

Wolf (Canis lupus) – “VOLK”
Wolf (Canis lupus) populations exist only in four distinct areas of Europe, the northern Iberian peninsula (2,000), the Apenine and the Maritime Alps (400), the Dinaric Mountains (1,500) and the Carpathian Mountains (3,000).
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 enrin.grida.no/.../national/romania/robiodiv.htm
Vipera Ammodytes  - »MODRAS«

[image: image11.png][image: image12.png]Vipera ammodytes is a venomous viper species found in southern Europe through to the Balkans and parts of the Middle East. It is reputed to be the most dangerous of the European vipers due to its large size, long fangs (up to 13 mm) and high venom toxicity. The specific name is derived from the Greek words ammos and dutes, meaning "sand" and "burrower" or "diver"; not a very good name for an animal that actually prefers rocky habitats. It grows to a maximum length of 95 cm, although individuals usually measure less than 85 cm. The body is covered with strongly keeled dorsal scales in 21 or 23 rows (rarely 25) mid-body. The scales bordering the ventrals are smooth or weakly keeled. Males have 133-161 ventral scales and 27-46 paired subcaudals. Females have 135-164 and 24-38 respectively. The anal scale is single. Primarily feeds on small mammals and birds. Juveniles apparently prefer lizards. Feeding behavior is influenced by prey size. Occasionally, other snakes are eaten. There are also reports of cannibalism.

Geographic range:North-eastern Italy, southern Slovakia, western Hungary, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Albania, Greece (including Greek Macedonia and Cyclades), Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey, Georgia and Syria. 
Red fox - »LISICA«
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The Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) is a mammal of the order Carnivora. It has the widest range of any terrestrial carnivore, being native to Canada, Alaska, almost all of the contiguous United States, Europe (SLOVENIA), North Africa and almost all of Asia, including Japan. As its name suggests, its fur is predominantly reddish-brown, but there is a naturally occurring grey morph known as the Silver Fox; 

Description : The Red Fox is most commonly a rusty red, with white underbelly, black ear tips and legs, and a bushy tail usually with a distinctive white tip. The "red" tone can vary from dark chestnut to golden, and in fact can be "agouti", with bands of red, brown, black and white on each individual hair.

Ecology: The Red Fox has also become a familiar sight in suburban and even urban environments both in Europe and in North America, where it shares territory with the much maligned raccoon. Red Foxes are generally considered to be the most serious predator of free range poultry. The safest option known in poultry protection is to keep the flock and the fox physically separated, usually with fencing. 
Roe deer - »SRNA«
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The European Roe Deer is a deer species of Europe, Asia Minor, and Caspian coastal regions. Within Europe, the European Roe Deer occurs in most areas.
Physical appearance:

The Roe Deer is a relatively small deer, with a body length of 95-135 cm It has rather short, erect antlers and a reddish body with a grey face. Its hide is golden red in summer, darkening to brown or even black in winter, with lighter undersides and a white rump patch; the tail is very short (2-3 cm, or 0.8 - 1.2 in), and barely visible. Roe Deer are the only type of deer that can regrow their antlers during winter.

Red deer »JELEN«

The Red Deer  is one of the largest deer species. The Red Deer inhabits most of Europe, the Caucasus Mountains region, Asia Minor and parts of western and central Asia. In many parts of the world the meat (venison) from Red Deer is widely used as a food source.

Description :  The Red Deer is a large ungulate (hoofed animal). Only two species of deer are larger: the moose (Alces alces), known in Europe as the elk, and the Wapiti or Elk (Cervus canadensis) of North America and East Asia. It is a ruminant, eating its food in two stages and having an even number of toes on each hoof, similar to camels, goats and cattle. European Red Deer have a longer relative tail length compared to their Asian and North American relatives. 

Generally, the average male (stag) Red Deer of Europe is 1.2 metres (4 ft) tall and weighs 295 kilograms (650 lb). European Red Deer tend to be reddish-brown in their summer coats. The males of many subspecies also grow a short neck mane ("mane" of hair around their necks) during the autumn. [image: image9.jpg]



Capercaille - »DIVJI PETELIN«

The Capercaillie, also known as the Wood Grouse or more specifically Western Capercaillie is the largest member of the grouse family, reaching over 100 cm in length and 4 kg in weight. Found across northern Europe and Asia, it is renowned for its mating display.

Description : Male and female Capercaillie - the cocks and the hens - can be discriminated easily by their size and colouration. The cock is much bigger, weighing 4.3 kg (9.5 lbs) on average and ranging up to 6.3 kg (14 lbs) in large examples. He can range from 74 to 100 cm (29 to 40 in) in length and has a wingspan of about 1.2 m (3.9 ft). The body feathers are coloured dark grey to dark brown, breast feathers are dark green metallic shining. The belly and undertail coverts vary from black to white depending on race. [image: image16.jpg]


[image: image17.jpg]


 Both sexes have a white spot on the wing bow. They have feathered legs, especially in the cold season for protection against cold. Their toe rows of small, elongated horn tacks provide a snowshoe effect that led to the German family name "Rauhfusshühner", literally translated as "rough feet chickens".
[image: image18.jpg]


Golden eagle – »OREL«

The Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) is one of the best known birds of prey in the Northern Hemisphere. Like all eagles, it belongs to the family Accipitridae. Once widespread across the Holarctic, it has disappeared from many of the more heavily populated areas. It has a wingspan averaging over 2 m (7 ft) and up to 1 m (3 ft) in body length.
Description : [image: image19.jpg]


Adult Golden Eagles range considerably in size. The largest subspecies are among the largest eagles of the genus Aquila. Length may vary from 66 to 100 cm (26–40 in), wingspan can range from 150 to 240 cm (59–95 in), and weight is from 2.5 to 6.7 kg (5.5–13.4 lb); though the record sized wild specimen weighed 9kg (20 lbs). 

The plumage colours range from black-brown to dark brown, with a striking golden-buff crown and nape, which give the bird its name. The upper wings also have an irregular lighter area.

Sources and pictures taken from: http://sl.wikipedia.org
Students participating in this project: Boštjan Gornik, Tadej Kostanjevec, Aleksander Kopčič, Marko Gril and Klemen Pivec
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