History Of Earth Day

The idea of the original Earth Day (March 21, 1970) was to have a great global holiday on nature's day -- the first day of Spring. At this moment of the March Equinox, participation is signaled in many places around the world by the ringing of bells -- as the Peace Bell at the United Nations is rung. 

At that moment people of every creed and culture join in silent prayer, meditation or reflection, to deepen their commitment to the care of our planet.

This is nature's inspiring moment of equipoise. At this special time a six month long day will begin at the North Pole and a six month long night at the South Pole. This is the occasion when night and day are equal all over the world.

The first day of Spring is a divine symbol and promise of new life. Plants that have died will now be reborn in the seeds they have left. Caterpillars will change into butterflies. Spring is the time for new life and new beginnings.

The March equinox provides a unique opportunity for Christians to all affirm their faith at the same moment in time. Jesus stated in Matthew 18:19, "that if two of you agree on earth as touching anything they shall ask, it shall be done for them." Earth Day is about the stewardship role God has given us -- a most important matter to agree on.

In Genesis 2:15 man is given the responsibility to "tend" and "keep" the place in which he dwells. Genesis 1:26, "let them rule over all the earth and its living creatures." Romans 1:20 states that God's qualities are discernible through the evidence in creation, and so the studying of nature can lead a person to God.

The day Spring begins provides a special opportunity to deepen awareness of nature and our commitment to think and act as trustees of Earth. Then when we buy, when we invest and in our daily conduct, let us seek choices that will nurture life and eliminate pollution, poverty and our addiction to war.

While all people can never meet at the same place, on Earth Day our hearts and minds can all meet with one another and with God at the same time. Let the day of the March Equinox be a time of awareness of people and planet: of our personal family and our global family, of the nearest tree and the worldwide forests, of God's love and our responsibility to think and act as Trustees of Earth.

People of all creeds and cultures celebrate Earth Day. It brings us together on what we all want to support - "peace, justice, and the care of Earth." This can be a lighthouse of hope for the whole human family.

Earth Day Activities

A new look at junk, or change the world, one bit a a time...
Things to discuss when it comes to saving resources...

Recycling is when an object can be shredded, melted or otherwise processed and then turned into new raw material -- for instance, aluminum cans can be melted down to make more cans, glass can make more glass, cardboard and paper make more coardboard and paper, plastic bags and containers can be turned into other plastic products. This takes some energy (very little for aluminum), but it is a good choice.

Reusing is when you find a use for an existing item - like decorating a bag and using it as a gift bag instead of buying wrapping paper; putting leftovers into a clean container from some other food; turning a used box into storage; decorating a can to hold pencils; saving packing peanuts and boxes and using them the next time you need to ship something or give a gift.

It is important to 'reuse' items wisely -- reusing packing peanuts to pack an item is by far the best way to use them. Recycling them, if it is available, would be the next best thing. Turning them into an art project would be the least effective, and eventually they will end up in the landfill. Now many of us love art projects, and would be using materials to make crafts _anyway_, and so using an item that would otherwise be discarded may still be a sensible choice, it depends on the project.

Giving things in good condition that you no longer need to charity is another good way to reuse things like outgrown clothing or toys. Reusing is often the best way to save resources. This is something to consider year-round, not just around the winter holidays.

Shop Wisely to save resources. Can the container be easily recycled or reused? Will a larger container reduce the amount of packaging and perhaps cost less per serving? Is everything that can be recycled being recycled?

Save resources (and money) by asking yourself if the item is something you really need, and if it is well suited for the task, and if it will last. Not only can this save you money, it can save you space and work, too. Five toys that are loved an played with are more fun than 10 toys that are broken or are boring to play with. And it's quicker to pick up 5 toys and put them away than to pick up 10. Sometimes my kids and I imagine what it would be like if we bought everything we 'liked'..... and we realize that there wouldn't be any room left for us in the house.... and that really doesn't sound like that much fun, even to my kids.
Earth Day

A poem 
By Hilot Ray

We are all puppets to cheer on this Earth,
While joy and sorrow always come since our birth !
Daylights follow dusk towards the gloomy nights,
And bring us such a joy to renew our sights !
Fresh air and clean water nourish our souls,
Without them, we suffer, and pay the heavy tolls ! 

To put a stop to these tolls, EPA was formed -
Over two decades ago, and brains were stormed !
For protection of nature, EPA took the vow -
To offer simple tips, let me tell 'em now !
Banning pesticides and lead in gasoline -
Made the giant move to make the nature clean !
Recycling became a daily household chore -
To reduce costs and protect the seashore !
Reduction of emissions created the flow -
Of cleaner air, and polluters took a blow !
Dumping of sewage into lakes and streams -
Was banned to prevent leery public screams !
Pollution of water became a salient issue -
To protect human health and aquatic tissue ! 

The situation has changed over twenty-five years,
And laws are in place to remove our fears !
Now an annual event hangs around us -
To recognize Earth Day without any fuss!
So let's all sing Save the Earth songs,
And do things right to hear loud gongs ! 

Now, always think "Earth Is In Your Hands",
Here at home or in foreign lands !
So let us follow these few simple roles,
To avoid the agonies of all future souls !
Conserve the water as much as you can,
While you are bathing or washing the van !
Recycle and prevent pollution at the source,
While care should be motive and the hidden force !
Plant the trees in open private space,
To create the shade and cool your face !
Try the carpool with a friend, or share a ride -
To control the air and emission ebb tide ! 

Dispose off pesticides in a real safe manner,
And label before you bury 'em under a banner !
Organize all efforts to discard the waste,
EPA may be called to quench any quest !
Invite friends to attend the Earth Day Acts,
And define each role to convey all facts !
Reward the guys for a job well done -
To share the benefits and all the fun ! 

Well, now you really know what you have to do -
And celebrate "Earth Day" without further woo !!! 

